priate keys, to acquaint the reader with the pertinent literature, and to indicate the reasons for reduction to synonymy of many specific names'. It succeeds in achieving these aims. The list of references covers more than 54 pages and a very complete index enables quick reference to be made to any information required.
Mr P K C Austwick of the Central Veterinary Laboratory, Weybridge, contributes a valuable chapter on pathogenicity. It deals with the subject mainly from the veterinary aspect but this chapter helps medical men to select those species of aspergilli which are found in human as well as animal infections.
The book is liberally illustrated with excellent microphotographs of the main species of aspergillus; these and the numerous diagrams of conidial heads are invaluable to the reader in his task of identifying the different species of the fungus.
This great reference work should find a place in every mycological laboratory in the world. N S PLUMMER Textbook of Practical Audiometry by Bernhard Langenbeck translated by Francis Bauer MD FRcsEd DLO ppxiii+213 80s London: EdwardArnold 1965 In this, the first English edition of Professor Langenbeck's book (translated from the third German edition), is presented a wealth of information on modern methods of hearing assessment and how to interpret the results.
After a brief introductory part leading up to a description of the pure tone audiometer, the two other sections of the book are devoted to threshold and above-threshold audiometry. The former includes some 70 pages of an excellent and full treatment of the diagnostic possibilities of conventional air and bone conduction audiometry together with an explanation of the underlying physical principles.
The part on above-threshold methods begins with a consideration of the alternate loudness balance test for recruitment of loudness and then reviews alternative tests. An explanation is given of noise audiometry which uses the masked puretone threshold for the differential diagnosis of cochlear and retrocochlear lesionsa special interest of the author over many years. The uses of adaptation and threshold decay tests are described here, but more mention might have been given of the current application of Bekesy audiometry to differential diagnosis.
Mr Bauer is to be congratulated on his translation of the German text. There are a few omissions n the subject matter, e.g. as regards the standardization of audiometry and the objective calibra-tion of audiometers, yet this work is a valuable addition to the library of audiology and of interest to all engaged in the field. London: Pitman Medical The fourth edition of this standard American textbook of bacteriology has been extensively revised, although the intention and the general structure. of the book have been retained. The first part, beginning appropriately with a chapter on the history of medical microbiology, deals with the properties and activities of bacteria in general. The second part is concerned with the response of the host to infection. Much of the remainder of the book is taken up by chapters 14-37 in which specific micro-organisms and the infections for which they are responsible are described. The final three chapters are new, and are entitled The Principles of Epidemiology as Applied to Infectious Diseases, Prevention of Infections and The Treatment of Infectious Diseases.
There has been one departure from past practice. In earlier editions the number of references was restricted to save space. The editors found this to be a false economy and the lists at the end of each chapter have been greatly enlarged. The book is handsomely produced, with numerous illustrations. R A SHOOTER L'oeil et les radiations ionisantes by C Haye, H Jammet and M-A Dollfus Vols 1 and 2 pp xii + 1444 illustrated Paris: Masson 1965 Forty years ago Dr Felix Terrien was asked by the French Ophthalmological Society to prepare a report on the effects of X-irradiation on the tissues of the eye and this represented an important contribution to a 'growing-point' of ophthalmic practice. Now, after a lapse of time which has seen so many advances in the knowledge of irradiation and which has seen also the emergence of radiotherapy as a specialty in its own right, it is natural that a new report should appear which is the combined work of a radiotherapist and two ophthalmic surgeons who have acquired a unique experience of the subject in the Curie Foundation in Paris.
It is hardly appropriate, however, to refer to this contribution as a further 'report' because it represents a most comprehensive and authoritative exposition which contains in two volumes a
